
First Presbyterian Church Reopening Guidelines 
 

Phase Worship Fellowship Church Building Christian Education 
and Nursery 

Meetings Choir 

Phase I 
 

• Increasing 
Community 
Case Counts 
 

• Whitfield 
County 
cases >25 
daily per 
100k 
residents 

 

• Facebook 
livestream; 
 

• No in-person 
Worship; 

 

• Drive-through 
communion; 

 

• Outdoor 
formats 
allowed 

 

• Outdoor 
events only 
with masks 
and social 
distancing; 
 

• Presbyterians 
at the Virtual 
Pub 
 

 

• Limited  
Access; 
 

• No staff office 
hours 

 

• Virtual classes 
only; 
 

• Outdoor 
activities for 
children with 
masks and 
social 
distancing; 

 

• Nursery 
Closed 

 

 

• Virtual 
Meetings; 
 

• Outdoor 
meetings with 
masks and 
social 
distancing 

 

• Scholarship 
Singers; 
optional 
attendance; 
 

• No additional 
singers 

Phase II 
 

• Decreasing 
Community 
Case Counts at 
least two 
weeks 
 

• Whitfield 
County cases 
<25 daily cases 
per 100k 
residents 
 

• Hamilton 
Medical 
Center ICU 
<80% 
Capacity 

 

 

• Limited 
attendance 
(25-40) by 
reservation 
only; 
 

• Masks 
Required; 
 

• Social  
distancing 
measures in 
place; 
 

• No 
Congregational 
Singing 
 

• Communion 
served 
individually in 
seats; drive 
through 
following 
worship 

 
 

 

• Outdoor 
events with 
masks and 
social 
distancing; 
 

• No coffee hour 
or Second 
Sunday Lunch; 
 

• Presbyterians 
at the Virtual 
Pub 

 

• Limited 
Access; 
 

• Staff regular 
office hours; 

 

• Masks 
required in 
common 
spaces 

 

• Virtual 
formats; 
 

• No children’s 
Sunday 
school; 
 

• No adult 
Sunday 
School; 

 

• Nursery 
initially 
closed; open 
on limited 
basis after trial 
period 

 

• Virtual 
Meetings; 
 

• Outdoor 
meetings with 
masks and 
social 
distancing 

 

• Scholarship 
Singers; 
mandatory 
attendance; 
 

• Limited 
additional 
singers on 
service-by-
service basis 
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Phase III 
 

• <10 daily cases 
per 100k 
residents in 
Whitfield 
County 
 

• Decreasing or 
stable 
community 
case counts 

 

• No attendance 
caps or 
worship 
registration; 

 

• Masks 
Mandatory; 

 

• Social 
distancing 
encouraged 

 

• No 
congregational 
singing 

 

• Communion 
served in seats 
individually. 
No drive-
through. 

 

• Outdoor events 
with masks and 
social distancing 
optional; 
 

• Outdoor Coffee 
Hour; 

 

• Presbyterians at 
the Virtual Pub 

 

• Open to Public; 
 

• Regular Staff 
office hours; 

 

• Masks required 
in common 
spaces; 

 

• In-person Adult 
Sunday School 
in small groups 
(<6); 
 

• Virtual formats 
for large groups; 

 

• Outdoor 
Children’s 
activities; 
additional 
opportunities 
for children 
approved by 
session 
 

•  

• In-person 
meetings with 
masks and 
social 
distancing; 
 

• Virtual 
meetings; 
 

• Outdoor 
meetings 

 

• Scholarship 
Singers; 
mandatory 
attendance; 
 

• Choir optional 
with social 
distancing 
measures in 
place 

Phase IV 
 

• <2 daily cases 
per 100k 
residents in 
Whitfield 
County 
 

• Decreasing or 
stable 
community 
case counts 

 

• No restrictions; 
 

• Masks 
optional; 
 

• Social 
distancing 
optional; 

 

• Congregational 
singing allowed 

 

• Communion by 
intinction 

 

• No restrictions 
 

• Coffee hour 
 

• Second Sunday 
Lunch 
 

• Presbyterians 
at the Pub 

 
 

 

• Open without 
restrictions 
 

• Regular Staff 
office hours 

 

• Masks optional 

 

• No Restrictions 

 

• No Restrictions 

 

• No Restrictions 

 

Exceptions may be approved by session on a case-by-case basis. 


